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INTRODUCTION., 


UPTURES  of  the  uterus  have 
been  confidered  as  accidents,  mor- 
tal, for  the  rood  part,  in  their  nature. 
When  part  of  the  child  remains  in  uiix. 
r.oi  authors  give  fome  general  directions 
for  delivery  ;  but  agree  in  its  fatal  ten- 
dency, if  the  child  has  efcaped  wholly 
into,  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen ;  con- 
fidering  any  attempts  to  deliver,  except 
by  the  caefarean  operation  as  fruitlefs. 
This  was  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Hunter: 
his  high  and  deferved  reputation  has 
flampt  fuch  authority  upon  it,  that  prac- 
titioners in  general  give  up  their  patient 
for  loft,  without  attempting  any  thing 
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for  her  relief.  The  caefarian  operation, 
in  this  country,'  has  been  attended  with 
fuch  ill  fuccefs,  that  very  few  men  are 
hold  enough  to  recommend  it,  fuppo- 
fing  that  it  would  only  be  an  addition 
no  the  patient's  fufferings,  without  af- 
fording any  profpeft  of  relief. 

Dr.  Douglas,  phyfician  to  the  Afylum, 
fome  months  fince,  puhlifhed  a  cafe, 
where  he  fucceeded  in  the  delivery  of  a 
child  from  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen, 
2nd  the  woman  recovered;  from  whence 
he  infers,  that  thofe  accidents,  which 
admit  the  child  to  efcape  through  a 
rapture  of  the  uterus,  are  not  necef- 
farily  fatal,  and  that  the  delivery  is  to 
be  erfefted,  without  having  recourfe 
*o  the  csfarean  operation,  with  more 
eafe  than  has  been  imagined. 

The  cafe,  which  is  now  fubmitted  to 
the  confideration  of  the  public,  was  a 
Jaceration  of  the  vagina,  happening 
eaxly  in  parferkign ;  the  circumftances 
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of  which  having  been  clearly  marked 
during  the  life  of  the  patient,  and  con- 
firmed by  difle&ion  after  her  death, 
throws  a  new  light  upon  this  part  of 
midwifery,  and  renders  it  probable  that 
many  cafes  deemed  irremediable,  from 
being  considered  as  ruptures  of  the  ute- 
rus, were  only  lacerations  of  the  vagi* 
na,  and  admitted  of  effeftual  afliftance 
from  art, 

This  cafe,  having  given  rife  to  many 
doubts  upon  the  fubjeft  of  ruptured 
uterus,  induced  me  to  enquire  how  far 
authors  in  general  have  been  accurate 
in  their  obfervations.  Upon  examining 
fuch  cafes  as  were  in  my  pofTeflion,  I 
found,  that  many  which  are  related  as 
ruptures  of  the  uterus,  were  in  fa£r.  la- 
cerations of  the  vagina.  Inftances  of 
which  I  (hall  give  in  cafes  from  Vander 
Wiel,  Bonetus,  Dr.  Douglas,  Pouteau, 
and  others. 

From  a  cafe  communicated  to  me  by 

a  friend,  I  am  further  enabled  to  give 
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fome  account  of  the  circumftances  at-' 
tending  a  laceration  of  the  vagina,when, 
the  head  being  fo  low  as  to  be  wedged 
in  the  pelvis,  the  child  did  not  efcape 
into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen.  On" 
examining  the  circumftances  of  fome 
cafes  defcribed  as  proceeding  from  rup- 
tures of  the  uterus,  this  appears  fome- 
times  to  have  happened  without  being 
difcovered.    ' 

The  obfervations  annexed,  refpe6!ing 
the  circumftances  in  which  lacerations 
of  the  vagina  differ  from  ruptures  of 
the  uterus  ;  in  the  efcape  of  the  child 
or  placenta  into  the  abdomen,  and  the 
cL'firu&ions "to  delivery  ;  and  the  other 
praftical  inferences  drawn,  are  fuch  as, 
1  hope,  will  merit  the  attention  of  prac- 
titioners, 

As  Dr.  Douglas's  obfervations  on  an 
extraordinary  cafe  of  ruptured  uterus, 
is  the  lateft  publication  on  the  fubjeft, 
I  fhall  have  occafion  to  advert  to  k 
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oftener  than  to  any  other.     If  it  has 
been  any  means  of  difpelling  the  idea 
of  the  irnpoffibility  of  recovery  in  acci- 
dents of  this  nature,  which  has  fo  long 
been  the  general  received  opinion,  fup- 
pGrted  by  the  higheft  authorities ;  I  flat- 
ter myfelf,  that  the  following  pages  will 
be  a  further  inducement  to  difpel  our 
fears  ;  as  they  tend  to  prove  the  great 
probability  there  is,  that  the  efcape  of 
the  child  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdo- 
men happens  oftener  from  lacerations 
of  the  vagina5  than  Irom  ruptures  of 
tlie  uterus. 

Wm.  GOLDSON. 
Portfmouth  Common, 
March  21,  1787. 


A     N 

EXTRAORDINARY    CASE 

O   F 

LACERATED  VAGINA. 


ON  Auguft  the  20th,  1786,  I  was 
defired  by  Mr.  William  Waller, 
of  Gofport,  to  vifit  Mrs.  Wilkins,  with 
my  partner  Mr.  Aylward.  She  was  a 
patient  of  Mr.  Waller's,  and  had  been 
above  twenty  Four  hours  in  labour ; 
after  the  membranes  had  broke,  and 
the  os  internum  been  confiderably  di- 
lated, the  labour  pains  fuddenly  went 
off;  the  child's  head  could  be  no  longer 
felt,  and  very  dangerous  fymptoms  had 
come  on.  We  met  there,  in  confuta- 
tion, his  father  and  Dr,  Waller, 
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Mrs.  Wilkins  was  a  large  woman., 
much  ufed  to  laborious  exercife,  of  a 
dark  complexion,  about  thirty-fix  years 
of  age,  inclining  to  belufty;  her  eonfti- 
tution  was  naturally  ftrong,  and  general- 
ly healthy  ;  (he  was  then  in  labour  with 
her  fourth  child;  her  former  labours 
had  been  always  lingering,  but  was,  at 
each  time,  delivered  of  a  living  childa 
without  more  than  ordinary  affiftance. 
During  the  prefent  pregnancy,  me  was 
not  able  to  move  with  fo  much  eafe  as 
with  her  former  children,  complaining 
of  much  pain  in  the  left  hypogaftrium. 

We  were  informed  by  Mr.  Waller,  that 
he  was  called  to  her  affiftance  about  a 
fortnight  before;  but  finding  that  the 
pains  were  fpurious,  he  ordered  her  an 
opiate,  which  gave  her  relief,  and  fhe 
continued  eafy  until  the  preceding  day ; 
when  being  again  fent  to,  about  fix 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  he  then  found 
her  in  labour;  after  waiting  fome  time, 
the  pains  beginning  to  enc.reafe,  he  made 

an 
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an  examination,   and  found  that  the  D 

internum  was  dilated  to  the  fize  of  a 
crown  piece.  The  membranes  broke, 
and  the  waters  were  evacuated.  Upon  a 
further  examination  in  the  ufual  man 
ner,  the  head  was  found  to  prefent;  but 
being  only  able  to  reach  it  with  the 
point  of  his  finger,  he  could  not  exa 
afcertain  its  foliation,  in  refpecl  to  ver- 
tex or  fontinel.  Confidering  it  a  linger- 
ing labour,  he  waited  for  the  efforts  of 
nature.  The  child's  head  advanced  by 
flow  degrees ;  and,  after  fome  hours3 
the  profpeQ:  of  a  more  fpeedy  delivery 
feemed  to  be  apparent,  by  the  further 
dilatation  of  the  os  internum,  although 
the  head  did  not  appear  to  be  mi ich 
engaged  in  the  pelvis.  She  was,  about 
this  time,  feized  with  a  cramp  in  } 
left  foot  and  leg,  which  afterwards  ex- 
tended to  her  belly,  on  the  return  of 
every  pain.  While  he  was  direclirig  a 
camphorated  anodyne  liniment,  ano- 
ther fevere  pain  came  on,  which  caufed 
her  to  cjv  cut  moft  vehemently,  oh  the 


jp,  the  cramp!  and  which,  (he  u. 
terwards  faid,  (lie  believed  was  in  her 
womb:  this  was  foon  after  followed  by 
a  difcharge  of  blood  from  the  vagina, 
which  continued  for  fome  time. 

Mr.  Waller  then  obferved  that  the  la- 
bour pains  abated  in  their  ftrength,  and 
that  they  were  fucceeded  by  fuch  as  are 
common  in  colic,  with  peculiar  twill- 
ing in  her  bowels.  He  direfted  an  emol- 
lient glyfter,  which  was  repeated  with 
an  anodyne  ;  but  not  finding  fo  much 
relief  from  thefe  as  he  expe&ed,  her 
pulfe  being  full  and  quick,  he  took 
away  about  eight  ounces  of  blood  from 
her  arm,  and  left  her  about  two  o'clock, 
giving  direflions.  that  (he  might  be  kept 
as  cool  as  poffible,  the  weather  being 
very  warm. 

He  faw  her  again,  between  four  and 
five  o'clock,  and  found  that  the  true 
labour  pains  had  not  returned ;  but 
that,  in  addition  to  the  other  fymp- 
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toms,  (he  then  complained  of  confidcr- 
abie  thirft ;  had  vomited  frequently ; 
was  very  reftlefs  ;  in  great  pain  when 
moved,  and  felt  a  great  degree  of  pain 
when  he  put  his  hand  upon  her  belly. 
Upon  examining  the  date  of  the  labour, 
he  could  feel  no  prefentation,  the  child's 
head  having  receded.  In  this  fituation, 
he  thought  it  proper  to  repeat  the  glyf- 
ter,  and  ordered  her,  in  the  evening, 
another  anodyne,  together  with  a  falinc 
julep.  With  hopes  that  real  and  effi- 
cient pains  would  return  by  the  morn- 
ing, he  left  her. 

On  vifiting  her  in  the  morning,  very 
early,  her  attendants  informed  him,  that 
fhe  had  been  very  thirfty  and  reftlefs  all 
night ;  her  vomiting  had  been  more  fc- 
vere,  and  that  fhe  was  in  great  pain 
when  turned,  complaining  of  a  heavy 
lump  which  fell  from  fade  to  fide ;  it 
did  not  appear  from  an  infpeftion  of 
the  cloths,  that  there  had  been  any  fur 
thcr  hemorrhage ;  upon  inquiring  more 
Cs  parti- 
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ularly,  it  could  not  be  found  that  (lie 
I   made  any  urine,  except  as  it  came 
a^ay  involuntarily. 

On  confidering  that  there  had  been 
no  return  of  real  .pains,  and  that  the 
other  fymptoms  were  more  urgent, 
began  to   think  that  her  cafe  was  oi 
more  ferious  nature  than  he  had  at  r 
apprehended;   he  therefore   thought  it 
proper,  to  acquaint  her  friends  with  the 
opinion  he  entertained  of  the  danger  of 
her  fituation,   requeuing  them  to  fend 
for  fuch  other  perfons  of  the  faculty  as 
they  might  wifh  fhould  be  confulted. 

When  we  vifited  her,  which  was 
about  noon,  we  found  her  extremely 
reftlefs,  complaining  of  great  pain 
about  the  region  of  the  pubis  ;  her 
face  was  ccverea  Math  a  ecld.  iweat; 
her  pulie  was  moaeraiely  foil  and  ra- 
pid ;  flie  felt  great  anxiety  about  the 
-ecordia;  her  breathing  was  thick  and 
3ti,  with  intenfe  cbiril,  and  continual 

efforts 


arts  to  vomit.  -  As  it  was  obfcrved 
that  me  had  made  no  wat?r  fox  i  >m$ 
tune,  except  what,  by  the  urinous  fmell 
of  the  cloths,  appeared  to  have  come 
away  involuntarily,  we  determined 
to  introduce  the  catheter  ;  bur  no- 
thing pafled,  except  a  little  bloody 
fanies.  The  tkeaing  was  repealed, 
and  an  antiphlogiftic  treatment  agreed 
upon. 

When  we  confidered  her  fituation 
more  fully,  and  compared  the  fevcral 
fymptoms,  of  cramp  and  fucceeding 
hemorrhage ;  the  retroceffion  of  the 
child  ;  her  fevere  thirft ;  vomiting  and 
great  pain  about  the  region  of  the  pu- 
bis, with  the  fymptoms  which  occurred 
in  the  cafe  of  ruptured  uterus  publifhed 
by  Dr.  Douglas  ;  there  was  fuch  fimi- 
larity  between  them,  that  we  agreed  in 
the  propriety  of  introducing  the  hand 
.for  a  more  particular  examination. 


We 
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We  accordingly  vifited  her  again 
about  three  o'clock,  and  Mr.  William 
Waller  proceeded  to  make  an  exami- 
nation. There  was  no  difficulty  in  paf- 
fing  his  hand  :  upon  the  pofterior  part 
he  felt  a  confiderable  tumor,  which  was 
moveable,  and  which  was  not  the  child's 
head  :  he  likewife  found  his  hand  in 
contaft  with  the  inteftines ;  wThence  it 
was  evident  that  our  fufpicions  were 
well  grounded.  Immediate  delivery 
was  the  only  means  of  relief,  and  his 
endeavours  to  get  at  the  feet  foon  fuc- 
ceeded  ;  they  were  brought  into  the 
vagina,  and  fecured  with  a  noofe;  but 
it  required  a  confiderable  degree  of  ex- 
ertion to  difengage  the  breech.  After 
the  arms  were  brought  down,  the  head 
followed  with  eafe,  little  or  no  dif- 
charge  enfuing. 

The  child  was  large,  and  had  been 
dead,  no  doubt,  ever  fince  its  efcapc 
from  the  uterus.     The  placenta,  which 

was 


[    '7    3 

was  Hkewife  in  the  cavity  of  the  ab- 
domen, followed  without  any  diffi- 
culty. 

Not  being  determined  as  to  the  na- 
ture of  the  tumor,  which  Mr.  Waller 
felt  upon   the  pofterior    part;    as  the 
woman  had   fuffered  fo  little  in  deli- 
very, we  concurred  in  opinion,  that  he 
mould  again  examine  the  ftate  of  the 
parts.     Upon  introducing  his  hand,  he 
foon  found  that  the  tumor  receded  be- 
fore his  fingers,  and  that  it  was  the 
contracted  uterus.     It  was  evident  to 
him  that  the  uterus  was  not  ruptured ; 
but  that  there  was  a  laceration  of  the 
vagina,  at  the  place  where  it  is  attached 
to  the  cervix  uteri,  through  which  his 
hand  would  pafs  with  eafe  into  the  ca- 
vity of  the  abdomen.   The  os  internum 
was  fo  contrafted,  that  it  would  not  ad- 
mit more  than  two  fingers,  and  he  was 
convinced  that  it  had  not  been  injured. 
She  found  herfelf  confiderably  relieved 
when  we  left  her  at  four  o  clock.     An 

anodyne 


anodyne  was   directed  to  be  taken   in 
the  evening, 

—  21  ft.---- We  vifited  her  early 


the  morning,  when  we  found  that  her 
fpirits  we're  good  Her  attendants  in- 
formed us,  that  (lie  had  palled  a  much 
better  night  than  could  have  been  ex- 
pected. She  was  capable  of  turning 
without  any  inconvenience  ;  her  third, 
pain  in  the  abdomen,  and  vomiting, 
were  ftill  violent.  Anodynes,  with  fait 
of  wormwood  and  lemon  juice,  to  be 
taken  during  the  effervefcence,  were  di= 
reeled  for  her.  She  had  frequent  ftools 
with  terrefmus.  The  nurfe  was  ordered 
to  let  her  drink  be  mint  tea  with  rice 
gruel. 

The  fymptoms  evidently  arifing  from 
the  injury  done  to  the  abdominal  vif- 
cera,  by  the  child's  remaining  fo  long 
among  them,  after  its  efcane  from  the 
uterus,  induced  us  to  entertain  fome 
rays  of  h<  \  the  H-ccefs  which 

had 


had  attended  the  cafe  related  by  Dr. 
Douglas,  that  fhe  might  recover;  but 
the  approach  of  the  evening  convinced 
us  that  our  hopes  were  groundlefs. 
Every  fymptom  was  become  more  ur- 
gent, with  a  very  diftreffing  fenfe  of 
fuffocation  from  globus  hyftericus  ;  fhe 
had  made  no  water,  and,  from  the  uri- 
nous fmell  of  the  cloths,  we  could  not 
entertain  the  leaft  doubt  but  that  the 
bladder  was  ruptured,  especially  when 
we  called  to  our  recolleftlon,  that  the 
fame  had  been  obferved  before  delivery. 

In  this  diftreffing  ftate,  nothing  was 
left  for  us  to  do,  more  than  to  alleviate 
her  pain,  and  make  the  fmall  remainder 
of  her  life  as  eafy  as  poflible  ;  for  which 
purpofe,  her  anodyne  medicines  were 
repeated. 

— 22d» — The  perfons  who  watched 
with  her  during  the  night  ^informed  us, 
that  file  had  been  very  reftlefs ;  com- 
plained of  great  pain  in  her  belly,  with 
D  intenfe 
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interne  third,  and  that  fhe  had  been 
constantly  vomiting.  Her  countenance 
was  greatly  altered ;  the  quantity  of 
fluid  thrown  up  was  out  of  all  propor- 
tion to  the  quantity  drank;  the  tenefmus 
ftiil  continued,  but  without  any  evacu- 
ations ;  her  anodynes  were  repeated, 
and  an  opiate  glyfter  ordered  to  be  in- 
jefied  in  the  evening. 

— — 23d.— We  found  her  more  com- 
pofed,  and  we  understood  fne  had  been 
fo  through  the  greater  part  of  the  night. 
She  continued  in  the  fame  ftate  until 
about  eleven  o'clock  before  noon,  when 
flie  died*  perfectly  fenfible. 

We  obtained  permiffion  to  open  the 
body  the  lame  evening. 

The  abdomen  was  much  tumified. 
Upon  making  a  longitudinal  incifion 
through  the  integuments,  a  quantity  of 
confined  air  ruftied  out.  The  perito- 
neum was  inflamed,  and  in  fome  places 
beginning  to  fphacelate.   The  inteftine.s 

were 


were  remarkably  diftended  with  flatus ; 
their  external  coats  were  tinged  with 
yellow,  and  inflamed  through  their 
whole  extent.  The  ramifications  of  the 
veffels  appeared  of  a  beautiful  red,  as  if 
they  had  been  inje&cd;  fome  fpots  were 
obferved  in  feveral  places  beginning  to 
fphacelate,  and  they  were  for  the  moft 
part  connected  by  a  flight  adhcfion  to 
each  other.  The  omentum  was  con- 
tracted and  inflamed.  There  was  a  con- 
fiderable  quantity  of  bloody  ferum  in 
the  cavity  of  the  abdomen.  The  whole 
of  the  vifcera  had  that  appearance, 
which  has  been  generally  obferved  on 
diffecting  women  who  have  died  of  a 
puerperal  fever. 

The  uterus  and  its  appendages,  in 
fitu,  appeared  perfectly  found,  excepting 
the  left  ovarium,  which  contained  about 
fourteen  ounces  of  a  colourlefs  fluid,  in 
a  fmgle  cyft.  There  was  no  appearance 
of  the  vejzca  urinaria  ;  on  palling  a  ca- 
theter, it  went  immediately  into  the  ca- 
D  2  vit 
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vity  or  the  abdomen,  confirming  our 
fufpicion  that  the  bladder  was  ruptured. 
On  railing  the  uterus  above  the  pelvis, 
we  were' immediately  convinced  how 
accurate  Mr.  Waller  had  been  in  the 
defcription  he  gave  us,  on  examining 
the  ftate  of  the  parts  dire&ly  after  de- 
livery, 

The  os  internum  and  cervix  uteri 
were  uninjured;  the  vagina  was  thin, 
and  was  lacerated  tranfverfely  on  the 
fuperior  part,  clofe  to  its  attachment 
to  the  uterus;  the  laceration  was  nearly 
through  one  half  of  its  circumference, 
on  die  fore  part,  but  inclining  to  the  left 
fide.  The  bladder,  from  its  connexion 
with  the  vagina,  had  fuffered  at  the  fame 
time,  being  ruptured  through  the  whole 
or  its  pofterior  part,  at  leaft  in  propor- 
tion to  the  fize  of  the  laceration  which 
had  taken  place  in  the  vagina ;  we  ob« 
ferved  that  it  had  extended  to  the  outer 
furface  of  the  uterus,  tearing  off  an  an- 
gular piece  of  its  peritoneal  coat,  about 

half 
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!half  an  inch  in  length.  The  uterus  Was 
contra&ed  to  the  ufual  fize  it  is  ob- 
ferved  to  he,  in  fo  fhort  a  fpace  after 
delivery  ;  its  peritoneal  coat  near  the 
fundus  (hewed  an  appearance  of  inci- 
pient mortification.  The  os  internum 
was  contra£ied,  as  Mr.  Waller  had  oi>- 
ferved,  fo  that,  without  difficulty,  we 
could  not  introduce  more  than  two 
fingers. 

As  the  nature  of  the  cafe  was  evident, 
we  did  not  proceed  further  in  the  dif- 
feftion,  but  contented  ourfelves  with 
preferving  the  parts.  On  making  an  in- 
cifion  into  the  uterus,  it  was  found,  in 
moft  places,  to  be  nearly  an  inch  thick; 
its  Internal  furface  appearing  in  a  heal- . 
thy  ftate,  and  contained  a  fmall  propor- 
tion of  the  mcmbrana  decidua,  which 
had  been  left  behind, 


LACE- 
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LACERATIONS  of  the  vagina 
have  been  mentioned  by  authors, 
as,  fometimes,  happening  from  labori- 
ous parturition;  but  I  do  not  recoiled 
to  have  heard,  or  read   any  account, 
where  the  child  had  efcaped,  by  fuch 
means,  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen ; 
or  that  they  have  ever  conceived  fuch 
an  accident  to  be  probable.     I  have  fe- 
leSed  fome  cafes,  which  are  related  as 
ruptures  of  the  uterus,  but  which  are 
apparently   accidents    of   this    nature. 
This  can  be  reconciled,  only,  by  the 
confufion  into  which  authors  have  fal- 
len, in  their  divifions  of  this  vifcus. 

Anatomifts,  at  prefent,  are  pretty 
nearly  agreed  in  dividing  the  uterus  in- 
to fundus,  cervix,  and  os  internum. 
Suppofing  that  the  whole  of  the  uterus 
meafures  three  inches,  m  length,  they, 

for 
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for  the  moft  part,  allow  the  fundus  to  oc- 
cupy the  fpace  of  one  inch  and  a  quar- 
ter, the  cervix  to  take  up  one  inch  and 
three  quarters,  and  the  os  internum  to 
projeft  within  the  vagina  about  a  quar- 
ter of  an  inch.     But,  when  we  confider 
how  indeterminate  they  have  heretofore 
been  on  this  fubje£t,  we  (hall  not  be 
furprifed,   on  examining  fome  of  the 
following  cafes,  which  are  related  as 
ruptures  of  the  cervix,  to  find  them  la- 
cerations of  the  vagina.  From  the  con- 
current teftimony  of  writers,  it  is  evi- 
dent,   that   the   vagina  has  been    fre- 
quently confidered  as  the  collum  uteri. 

Columbus,  in  his  description  of  the 
uterus,  fays, '  Colli  vel  cervicis  nomine 
in  utero  non  corpus  illud,  quod  fupra 
defcripfimus,  fed  partem  illam  intelli- 
gimus,  in  quam  mentula,  tanquam  in 
vaginam  immittitur*/ 

*  Columb.  de  re  anat*  xu  x6. 

Bartho- 
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Bartholinus  gives  the  name  of  c  Col- 
lum  breve  minus/  to  that  part  which  is 
now  called  'the  cervix  ;  s  Angufta  infe- 
rior eft  inter  os  uteri  et  ampiitudineni 
incipicntem^  atque  collum  breve  vocari 
poteft3  ad  differentiani  i/m'et  longioris 
colli/  which  he  terms  *  Collum  ipfunr. 
cervix,  five  canalis  uteri41/ 

^Deventer  exprefsly  takes  notice  of 
the  confuiion  which  attended  this  divi- 
fion  of  preceding  writers  :  c  Nomen  ta- 
men  vaginae  prefero  nomini  colli,  quia 
faEpius  autores,  eodem  utentes,  vaginam 
ab  ipfo  utero,  aegre  diftinguere  pof~ 
funtf/ 

*  Bartholin!  Anatom.  i.  30. 

f  Dcventer  nov.  Lum.  obftetr.  p.  25* 


CASE     1 


CASE  I. 


A  Cafe  of  lacerated  vagina  from  Van- 
der  Weil,  related,  by  him  as  a  rup- 
ture of  the  uterus. 

The  daughter  of  Jonas  Pergo  had 
been  delivered  of  four  children,  having 
very  difficult  labours  with  all  of  them. 
While  pregnant  with  the  fifth,  fhe  fuf« 
fered  a  confiderable  degree  of  uneafi- 
nefs ;  her  pains  were  much  more  ur- 
gent, when  in  labour,  and  came  on 
earlier  than  in  her  former  pregnancies, 
continuing  with  violence  until  the  third 
day  before  delivery,  when  they  ceafed. 
The  midwife  could  not,  by  any  endea- 
vours, deliver  her,  The  child;  which 
was  fuppofed  to  have  been  dead  fome 
E  days. 
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days,  and  which  appeared  afterwa: 
to  have  been  the  cafe,  from  the  repara- 
tion of  the  cuticle,  prefented  with  its 
hands  bent  behind  its  neck,  and  the 
face  obliquely  upwards  towards  the 
pubis. 

The  fymptoms  becoming  more  and 

more  violent,  file  being  not  only  faint  and 

feverifh,  with  oppreffion  on  the  praecor- 

dia,  attended  with  rigors  ;  but  having 

vomited  up  fome  green  fasces,  which 

arofe,  he  fays,  from  the  foetus  preffing 

upon  the  reftum,  fo  that  they  could 

not  find  their  paffage  thence,  Cornelius 

Solingius,  an  experienced  furgeon,  was 

fent  for  with  him  to  her  relief.     In  a 

fhort  time,  he  delivered  her  of  a  dead 

Id.     As  he  could  not  eafily  bring 

way  the  after  birth,  he  introduced  his 

nd  along  the  funis,  but  found  that  it 

Wdi  in  ecntaft  with  the  intefti-nes,  before 

it   came  to   the  placenta;    whirli   wTas 

f :  uidj  foon   after,   hanging  down,   in 

}    .    partst  within   the  abdomen,  out 

of 
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*©f  the  uterus.  From  the  child  having 
been  expelled  three  days,  the  uterus 
was  fo  hard  and  contrafted,  that,  at 
firft,  he  fuppofed  it  to  be  a  fcirrhus. 
He  feparated  the  placenta  from  the  u- 
terus,  to  which,  he  fays,  it  ftill  adher- 
ed. The  cartilage,  which  connefted 
the  bones  of  the  pelvis,  was  foft,  and 
they  were  feparated  from  each  other 
nearly  the  breadth  of  a  finger. 

The  woman  died  the  fame  day,  and 
the  body  was  opened  on  the  next,  in 
the  prefence  of  Vander  Weil  and  his 
brother. 

The  abdomen  was  much  tumified. 
On  making  an  incifion  into  it,  nothing 
cfcaped  except  a  quantity  of  foetid  air, 
and  fome  coagulated  blood  of  a  good 
colour,  which  came,  he  fays,  from  the 
cotyledons,  or  mouths  of  the  veflels  of 
the  uterus,  at  the  time  when  the  pla- 
centa was  detached  from  it.  He  paffed 
his  hand  through  the  vagina,  and  again 
E  2  found 
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found  himfelf  in  conta£t  with  the  intef* 
tines,    the  uterus   receding  above  the 
pubis.     A. rupture  was  obferved  at  the 
Inferior  and  pofterior  part,  juft  above 
the  os  internum,  at  that  place  where  the 
common  membrane  from  the  peritone- 
um covers  and  furrounds  the  uterus,  as 
well  as  the  reftum ;  through  which  rup- 
ture the  whole  of  the  child,  except  the 
parts  which  prefented,  had  paffed  into 
the  cavity  of  the  abdomen.     This  he 
affigns  as  the  caule  why  the  pains  ceafed, 
and  the  mother  became  eafier,  a  few 
days  before  delivery*. 

In  the  examination  of  this  cafe,  I  mail 
confine  my  remarks  to  the  delivery  of 
the  placenta,,  and  the  appearances  upon 

diffe&ion. 

After  the  child  was  delivered,  Solin* 
gius,  finding  that  the  placenta  did  not 
eafily  follow^  introduced  his  hand  along 


*  Stalpaart  Vander  Wiel*   oHbr.  rar.  med.  cent, 
piim   obf,  lxvL  ... 

t  he 
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the  funis,  with  an  intention  to  extract 
it,  but  found  himfelf  in  conta&  with  \ 
the  interlines,  the  placenta  being,  '  ex-. 
1  ira  Ulerum,'  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdo- 
men. The  uterus,  from  which  he  fup- 
pofes  the  child  to  have  efcaped  fome 
days  before,  was  contra&ed,  and  felt  fo 
hard,  '  ita  ut  initio  fcirrhum*  crederct* 
In  the  next  fentence,  he  fpeaks  of  fepa- 
rating  the  placenta  from  the  uterus  : 
this  cannot  be  reconciled  with  what  he 
had  before  related,  of  the  placenta  being 
f  extra  utervm*  otherwife  than  by  fup- 
pofing  that  the  placenta,  while  in  the 
abdomen,  adhered  to  the  external  fur- 
face  of  the  uterus ;  its  adhefion  to  the 
furface  of  the  vifcera,  in  fome  other 
cafes,  having  been  found  to  be  very 
confiderable** 

A  review  of  the  circumftances,  which 
follow  the  introduftion  of  his  hand, 
will  elucidate  the  cafe,  when  compared 

*  Douglas's  cafe  of  nipt,  uteras,  p.  36.  Boneti  fe- 
graichret.  anatora.  lib.  iii.  fe&.  38. 

with 
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with  the  appearances/  which  were  ob- 
ferved  on  opening  the  body,  after  death. 

In  the  firft  place.  No  mention  is 
made  of  any  difficulty  in  introducing 
the  hand  through  the  os  internum  into 
the  cavity  of  the  uterus,  which  muft 
have  been  confiderable,  from  its. con- 
trafted  ftate,  if  the  attempt  had  been 
made. 

Secondly.  As  his  hand  came  imme- 
diately in  contaft  with  the  inteltines,  if 
the  placenta  had  been  within  the  uterus, 
the  inteftines  muft  likewife  have  been 
within  it,  which  does  not  by  any  means 
appear  from  the  narrative. 

And  laftly.  If  his  hand  had  been 
within  the  cavity  of  the  uterus,  how 
could  he  have  judged  of  the  degree  of 
its  contraction,  fo  as  to  have  thought  it, 
at  firfr2  to  have  been  a  fcirrhus? 


If 


L    33    3 

it  we  confider  the  cafe  as  a  partial 
reparation  of  the  vagina,  from  its  at- 
tachment to  the  cervix  uteri,  then  every 
one  of  thefe  obje&ions  are  furmounted 
with  eafe :  his  hand,  on  paffing  along 
the  funis,  would  have  found  an  eafy  in- 
troduction into  the  cavity  of  the  abdo- 
men, and  he  would  have  been  in  con- 
ta£t  with  the  inteftines,  before  his  hand 
arrived  at  the  placenta.  The  uterus 
would  have  been  found  on  the  anterior 
part,  and  have  felt  contrafted  like  a 
ball,  fo  that,  at  firft,  it  might  have 
been  miftaken  for  a  fcirrhus ;  neither  of 
which  could  have  poflibly  happened  if 
his  hand  had  been  within  its  cavity: 
belides,  his  expreffion  is  fo  clear,  in 
refpeft  to  its  contraftion,  e  dure  admo* 
dum  compaflum  atque  in  Jecontmc- 
tum  comperit/  as  to  leave  no  room  to 
fuppofe  any  thing  to  have  been  included 
within  it, 

We  find  that  on  diffe&ion,  after  re- 
lating the  external  appearance  of  the 

abdo 
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abdomen,  and  what  ifTued  on  making 
an  inciiion  into  it,  he  paffed  his  hand, 
he 'fays,  per  vulvam,  and  again  felt  the 
inteftines  ;  and,  what  is  very  material 
in  forming  a  determination  on  the  na- 
ture of  the  cafe,  found  the  uterus  re- 
ceding above  the  pubis,  €  recedentemque 
fupra  os  pubis  uterum  repent/  To  ufe 
the  cxpreffion  of  Br.  Douglas,  in  his 
late  publication,  €  it  fled  before  the  tips 
of  his  fingers/ 

I  think  it  muft  be  evident  to  every 
one,  that  the  uterus  would  not  have  re- 
ceded before  his  hand,  if  its  attachment 
to  the  vagina  had  remained  entire.  It 
muft  have  refitted  the  touch, 

The  place  where  the  rupture  is  laid 
to  have  been  was  at  the  inferior  and 
pofterior  part,  a  little  above  the  os  in- 
ternum, where  the  common  peritoneal 
membrane  is  continued  from  the  reftum 
to  the  uterus* 

Now 
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Now  the  fame  peritoneal  coat  which 
farrounds  the  whole  of  the  abdominal 
vifcera,  in  its  paffage  from  the  rectum 
to  become  the  external  coat  of  the  ute- 
rus, is  infleSted  over  that  part  of  the 
vagina  which  is  attached  to  the  cervix 
uteri,  beginning  to  form  the  peritoneal 
coat  of  the  uterus,  at  the  place  where 
the  vagina  is  joined  to  the  cervix,  a 
little  above  the  os  internum.  In  the 
fame  place,  on  the  anterior  part,  the 
vagina  was  lacerated  in  the  cafe  before 
related  ;  and,  I  think,  on  comparing  the 
different  parts  of  Vander  Wiel's  rela- 
tion with  each  other,  it  is  clear  that  the 
injury,  in  both  cafes,  was  nearly  fimilar; 
the  only  difference  being,  that  in  one 
the  laceration  was  in  the  pofterior,  and 
in  the  other  in  the  anterior  part  of  the 
vagina. 


CASE   II. 
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CASE  II 


A  Cafe  of  lacerated  vagina,  as  related  by 
Bonetus,  from  Leonardo's  Dol- 

DXUS, 

In  the  year  1594,  a  woman  of  Hage- 
naw,  in  Alface,  40  years  of  age,  who 
had  been  the  mother  of  feven  children, 
at  the  full  time,  but  all  of  them  born 
dead,  died  in  labour  of  the  eighth,  on 
the  third  day,  without  being  delivered. 
The  night  before,  her  pains  had  been 
violent  in  the  extreme;  the  women  who 
were  prefent  made  many  efforts  to  de- 
liver her,  but  they  were  not  able  to 
afford  her  the  leaft  help. 

On  opening  the  body,  they  were  very 
cautious  in  making  their  incifion  into 
the  abdomen2  that  they  might  have  a 

diftin£l 
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diftinft  view  of  the  uterus  injitw.  The 
mufcles  were  hardly  divided,  when 
the  hack  of  the  child  was  wounded. 
They  had  no  fufpicion  of  what  it  really 
was,  fuppofing  it,  at  firft,  to  be  the  u- 
terus  ;  but,  on  continuing  the  incifion, 
they  found  it  to  be  a  full  formed  foetus 
(with  figns  of  putridity  from  the  fepa- 
ration  of  the  cuticle)  without  the  uterus, 
in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen.  It  lay 
with  the  face  to  the  facrum,  and  its 
body  extended  at  full  length.  At  firft, 
nothing  preternatural  was  obferved, 
there  being  no  appearance  of  contu- 
iion,  wound,  ulceration,  or  abfcefs. 
They  wondered  much  at  the  Angularity 
of  the  cafe ;  but  this  was  cleared  up 
when  tkey  found  the  uterus  torn,  rup- 
tured, or  rather  broken  off. 

The  child  was  fiill  connected  by  the 
funis  to  the  fecundines,  which  were  re- 
tracted, upon  the  left  fide,  towards  the 
fpleen,  and  adhered  fo  faft  that  they 
had  fome  difficulty  to  feparate  them. 
F  2  .  The 
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The  uterus  was  fo  contraQed,  that  it 
did  not  exceed  the  fize  of  the  placenta. 
Near  the  cervix,  direftly  under  the 
bladder,  there  was  a  portion  of  mem- 
brane  hanging  down,  about  the  thick- 
nefs  of  the  'differing  knife,  and  not 
exceeding  the  breadth  of  half  a  palm, 
which  was  a  part  of  the  feparated  ute- 
rus, 6  uteri  abniptiJ 

The  reft  of  the  uterus,  with  its  pro- 
per orifice,  and  the  fecundines  were  re- 
traced, fo  ihat  it  was  totally  feparated 
from  the  cervix,  or  e  Jinus  muiicbiis,' 
and  all  the  other  parts  to  which  it  had 
before  been  attached.  He  attributes  this 
accident  to  the  malconformation  of  the 
pubis,  which  was  too  much  flattened 


The  above  cafe  requires  no  comment, 
as  I  think  it  is  evident  that  there  was  a 
total  reparation  of  the  uterus,  from  its 
attachment  to  the  vagina. 

*  Be  polcfeet,  anatom.  lib,  Hi.  fe&jS. 

I  ramembei 


',< 
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I  remember  to  have  read  a  cafe  where 
the  fame  accident  happened,  from  the 
violent  efforts  of  an  accoucheur  to  in- 
troduce his  hand  to  deliver. 


CASE         III. 


The  cafe  of  Mrs.  Manning,  as  related 
by  Dr.  Douglas. 

We  find  that  the  woman,  who  is  the 
fubjefl  of  this  cafe,  was  in  her  4th  preg- 
nancy, low  in  fiature,  about  30  years  of 
age,  and  of  a  weak  confiitution,  but,  in 
general,  healthy.  When  the  Doftor 
was  firft  called  to  her,  the  membranes 
had  been  ruptured  eight  hours,  and  the 
pains  had  continued  regular  from  that 

time  :  yet  though  the  os  tines  was  con- 
federacy 
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iiderably  dilated,  the  child  did  not  ad- 
vance, He  found  her  extremely  reft- 
lefs,  complaining,  of  exceffive  pain  in 
■the  region  of  the  pubis.  Each  return 
of  pain  caufed  her  to  writhe  and  twift 
as  if  fuffering  from  violent  colic,  very 
unlike  the  urging  throes  of  common  la- 
bour: but  her  pulfe  was  calm  and  re- 
gular, nor  did  fhe  make  any  particular 
complaint,  excepting  of  the  pain  about 
the  pubis.  This  being  the  flate  of  the 
cafe,  there  feemed  to  be  no  reafon  to 
induce  him  to  precipitate  the  delivery. 

About  nine  o'clock  the  fame  evening, 
the  midwife  informed  him  that  the  pa- 
tient had  had  a  difcharge  of  blood  from 
the  vagina,  which,  however,  did  not 
continue  ;  and  that  the  pains  had  ceafed 
about  half  an  hour  after  fix  o'clock  ; 
fince  which,  retching,  with  an  inceffant 
craving  for  drink,  had  come  on. 

He  now  found  her  face  lengthened, 
and  bedewed  with  cold  fweat ;  her  pulfe 

fcarce 


fcarcely  to  be  felt ;  her  breathing  ihort 
and  quick,  with  great  anxiety  ;  bat  flili 
complaining  of  no  pain,excepting  about 
the  pubis.  '  By  examination  in  the  com- 
mon way/  he  fays,  '  I  cquld  diftinguifh 
nothing,  excepting  a  round  moveable 
Jubilance,  which  I  fuppofed  to  be  the 
head  of  the  child  ;  but  being  only  able 
to  reach  it  with  my  fingers,  I  could  not 
determine  with  any  certainty  what  it! 
was.     The  woman  appeared  to  be  in 
extremis-,  and  my  mind  was  fo  wholly 
occupied  by  her  danger,  as  to  preclude 
all  reafoning  with  refpecl  to  the  caukrj 
He  determined  upon  immediate  delive- 
ry, as  the  only  chance  of  relief.  *  There 
was  no  difficulty,5  he  fays,  c  in  palling 
my  hand;  and  the  fubftance  which  I  had 
fuppofed  to  be  the  child,  fled  before  the 
tips  of  my  fingers  :  by  following  it,  I  at 
laft  found  my  hand  in  a  cavity,   which 
in  no  fort  refembled  that  of  the  uterus* 
I  was  then  forcibly  and  painfully  ftruck 
with  the  nature  of  the  cafe  ;  and  on  ex- 
amining all  round,  with   caution  and 

gentle- 
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gentlenefs,  I  could  with  certainty  de- 
termine that  my  hand  was  in  the  cavity 
of  the  abdomen  :  the  child  being -on  the 
fore  part ;  on  the  back  part,  the  con- 
tracted uterus  like  an- oblong  ball ;  and 
the  inteftines  hanging  among  any  fin- 
gers.9 There  was  no  obftruclion  to  the 
turning  and  extraction  of  the  child, 
excepting  in  the  paffage  of  the  head 
through  the  brim  of  the  pelvis.  The 
placenta/ which  was  likewife  in  the  ab- 
dominal cavity,  had  fo  clung  to  the  in- 
teftines, that  he  was  again  under  the 
neceiTity  of  introducing  his  hand  to  de- 
tach it,  which  was  not  difficult.  e  The 
uterus  feemed/  he  fays,  \  to  have  been 
ruptured  tranfverfely,  on  the  lower  and 
fore  part,  fome  diftance  above  where 
the  vagina  is  connected  with  it ;  and  it 
was  more  contracted  in  its  fize,  than  I 
thought  poflible  in  the  few  hours  which 
had  elapfed  fince  the  accident/ 

After  a  variety  of  changes  and  alarm- 
ing fyraploms,  ariling  from  peritoneal 

inflam- 
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inflammation,  the  poor  woman  fortu- 
nately recovered ;  and  in  about  fix  weeks 
waited  upon  theDo&or  at  his  own  houfe, 
to  return  thanks ;  when  he  perfuaded 
her  to  permit  his  neighbour  Dr.  Ofborn 
to  examine  per  vaginam.  He  thought 
the  os  tincae  fomewhat  more  open,  ex- 
ternally, than  it  ufually  is ;  and  Dr. 
Douglas  himfelf  fancied  he  felt  rather 
more  fulnefs  than  is  common  about  the 
cervix  uteri:  but  they  both  agreed,  that 
there  was  nothing  in  the  touch  fo  dif- 
ferent from  what  is  obferved  in  the  na« 
tural  flate,  as  to  have  excited  any  idea 
of  previous  diieafe,  had  they  not  known 
the  complaint  with  which  ftie  had  been 
afflided. 

After  examining  the  body  of  Mrs* 
Wilkins^and  afcertaining  the  nature  of 
the  injury,  I  began  to  confider  the  above 
cafe  in  a  different  light,  from  what  I 
did  on  the  firft  perufal  of  it.  The  Doftor 
represents  it  as  a  cafe  of  ruptured  ute- 
G  rus; 
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rus;  I  now  perceive  it  to  be  a  c::x  of 
lacerated  vagina. 

The  circumftanee -which  he  relates, 
of  a  f  round  moveable  fubftance/  which 
upon  introducing  his  hand,  he  found 
to  be  '  the  contracted  uterus  like  an  ob- 
long ball/  was  fo  fimilar  to  what  Mr. 
Waller  defcribed,  and  which  every  one 
of  us  had  an  opportunity  of  obferving 
during  the  diffe&ion,  that  I  have  no 
doubt  remaining  in  my  own  mind,  that 
there  could  have  been  any  difference 
between  the  two  cafes.  Mr.  Waller  and 
the  other  gentlemen  who  were  prefent 
concur  likewife  with  me  in  the  fame 
opinion, 

In  the  preceding  pages,  I  have  had 
occafion,  on  a  review  of  the  cafe  from 
Vander  Weil,  to  advert  to  a  fimilar  oc- 
currence, when  I  expreffed  my  doubts 
how  the  degree  of  contraftion  can  be 
afcertained,  unlefs  the  hand  of  the  ac- 
coucheur 
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couchcur  has  been  paffed  on  the  outTide 
of  the  uterus.  I  cannot  f'uppofe  that, 
while  the  fundus  is  contra&ed  above 
the  rupture,  the  os  internum  will  remain 
for  feveral  hours,  nay  days,  dilated,  and 
fhew  no  difpofition  to  contraft.  The 
fibres,  I  fliould  apprehend,  which  form 
its  texture,  will  affift  its  contraftion  in 
as  great  a  degree  as  that  of  the  fundus. 

Dr.  Douglas,  as  well  as  Vander  Weil, 
found  that  the  uterus  receded  on  intro- 
ducing his  hand.  Is  it  poffible  that  the 
uterus  fhould  have  receded  before  his 
hand,  if  its  attachment  had  been  entire? 
It  muft  have  made  fome  refiftance.  Yet 
we  find  that,  when  he  touched  it,  it  fled, 
and  upon  following  it,  his  hand  went, 
not  into  the  uterus,  but  into  a  cayity 
which  in  no  fort  refembled  it.  Can  it 
be  fuppofed  from  this  relation,  fo  point- 
edly marked,  that  his  fingers  ever  paffed 
the  os  internum  ?  The  uterus  muft  have 
been  fixed,  if  he  had  entered  into  its 
:  but  he  fays,  that  he  was  obliged 
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to  follow  it,  and  at  length  found  his 
hand  within  the  abdomen,  f  the  child 
being  on  the  fore  part,  on  the  back  part 
the  contrafted  uterus,  like  an  oblong 
ball' 


A     S     E  IV, 


A  Cafe  of  lacerated  vagina  from  Pou- 
teau,  related  by  him  as  a  rupture 
of  the  uterus* 

He  was  called  to  the  affiftance  of  a 
woman,  who  had  been  a  conliderable 
time  in  labour,  under  the  care  of  a  mid* 
wife ;  fhe  had  been  feized  the  day  be- 
fore with  a  hemorrhage,  on  which  the 
ehild5  which  had  before  prefentcd  with 

die 
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the  head,  was  no  longer  felt.  On  exa- 
mination, his  hand  entered  at  once  into 
a  cavity,  which  appeared  large ;  on  the 
fore  part,  he  felt  a  round  fubftance,  of 
the  fize,  but  not  the  folidity,  of  a  child's 
head;  yet  there  was  not  any  thing  to  be 
felt,  which  could  affure  him  of  a  child 
being  there.  The  woman  died  foon  af- 
ter, without  being  further  examined. 
On  opening  the  body,  the  child  and 
placenta  were  found  in  the  cavity  of  the 
abdomen,  entirely  out  of  the  uterus, 
which  was  of  the  fize  of  a  child's  head 
of  five  years  old,  and  was  the  round 
body  which  had  been  kit  per  vaginavi* 
The  rupture  was  on  the  pofterior  and 
interior  part,  and  then  about  three  or 
four  inches  long*. 

When  the  eafy  introduftion  of  his 
hand  into  a  c  cavity  which  appeared 
large/  at  a  time  when  the  *  uterus  was 
contra&ed  to  the  fize  of  a  child's  head;5 

*  Pcutcau,  page  487. 

his 
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his  perceiving  by  the  touch,  during  his 
attempt  to  deliver,  c  a  round  fubftance/ 
which  .afterwards,  ondifTeciion,  he  found 
to  be  the  contraSed  uterus,  and  the 
ftate  of  the  rupture,  being  then  about 
6  three  or  four  inches  lon£*  ?  are  con- 
fidered,  1  think  that  I  {hail  not  be  too 
hafty  in  pronouncing  it  to  have  been  a 
feparation  of  the  uterus  from  its  pofte- 
rior  attachment  to  the  vagina. 


AS  in  ruptures  of  the  uterus,  fo  in  la- 
cerations of  the  vagina,  if  the  head  of 
the  child  mould  be  advanced  fo  far  in- 

*  When  this  accident  happens  in  the  uterus,  the  fize 
of  the  rupture  is  fcon  diminished.  Rungius  relates,  that 
the  inteftines  were  kept  up  by  his  hand,  until  the  rupture 
was  fufticiently  contracted  to  prevent  their  defcent.  Dr. 
Hamilton  fays,  he  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  how 
amazingly  the  rupture  was  diminiihed,  by  the  contraction 
of  the  uterus.  La  Iviotte  obferves,  that,  on  direction, 
the  rupture  would  not  admit  the  tip  of  his  little  finger  ; 
and  in  other  cafes  we  find  fimilar  remarks.  How  are  we 
then  to  account  for  his  finding  the  rupture  to  be  fo  very 
extenfive.  at  a  time,  when  the  uterus  was  fo  much  con- 
tracted ? 

to 
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to  the  pelvis  as  to  be  wedged,  before  a 
laceration  takes  place,  it  will  remain 
there,  and  we  {hall  be  deprived  of  one 
criterion,  the  retroceffion  of  the  pre- 
fenting  part,  to  guide  us';  the  ceffation 
of  the  true  pains  muft  lead  us  then  to 
judge  of  the  nature  of  the  cafe,  when 
attended  with  vomiting  and  other  fymp- 
toms,  as  defcribed  in  the  relation  of  the 
preceding  narratives.  The  following 
cafes  is  an  inflance  of  this  kind. 


CAS     E         V. 


A  cafe  of  lacerated  vagina,  where  the 
head  -was  engaged  in  the  pelvis,  before 
the  accident  took  place ;  communi- 
cated by  a  friend. 

A.  B.  aged  about  30,  was  taken  in 
labour  with  her  third  child,  on  April 
15th,  1785,  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing. 
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Mg9  The  waters  foon  came  away.  On 
examination,  the  head  of  the  child  was 
found  to  be  low  in  the  pelvis.  A  con- 
fiderabie  flriflure  was  obferved  in  the 
vagina,  and  thefacrum  proje£led  rather 
forward  at  its  apex.  About  five  hours 
after  (he  was  firfl:  taken  in  labour,  fhe 
began  to  complain  of  pains  in  her  belly, 
which  fhe  diftinguifiied  from  thofe  of 
labour.  At  three  o'clock  in  the  after** 
noon,  a  phyfician,  an  eminent  teacher 
of  midwifery  in  London,  was  called  in, 
at  which  time,  from  the  degree  of  ftric- 
ture,  the  part  of  the  head  which  pre- 
fented  could  not  be  exaflly  afcertained, 
He  ordered  her  an  injection,  which  was 
given,  but  without  any  effeft.  On  en- 
quiring, it  appeared,  that  fince  fhe  be* 
gan  to  complain  of  the  pain  in  her 
belly,  the  labour  pains  had  ceafed.  A 
fmgle  blade  wras  introduced  with  eafe# 
and  fome  endeavours  made  to  deliver^ 
but  without  fuccefs.  The  Doftor,  con* 
fidering  it  wrong  to  flruggle  againftna- 
ture5  or  do  any  thing  without  the  afllfc 
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tance  of  pains,  left  her,  giving  directions 
for  an  enema  to  be  inje&ed,  and  four  or 
fix  ounces  of  blood  to  be  taken  away. 

He  returned  at  half  pafl  five,  when 
very  little  alteration  could  be  perceived. 
She  had  no  labour  pains,  and  the  pains 
continued  the  fame  in  the  abdomen, 
which  (he  now  complained  was  become 
tender.  Injections  were  ordered,  copious 
and  ftimulant ;  four  were  given  without 
any  return.  The  forceps  were  at  length 
applied,  and  ufed  moderately,  with  an 
intent  to  bring  on  a  return  of  true  pains ; 
but  a  flight  difcharge  of  the  glyfters  was 
the  only  effefh  A  little  ground  was  at 
length  gained,  and,  by  encreafing  the 
force  for  a  confiderable  time,  fhe  was 
delivered  of  a  dead  child :  the  placenta 
came  away  immediately  after.  She 
made  water  frequently  during  the  la- 
bour, and  had  it  drawn  off  before  the 
ufe  of  the  forceps.  She  was  thirfty, 
and  vomited  frequently,  though  little  in 
quantity.  By  her  cries,  Oie  did  not  feem 
H  to 
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to  fuffer  more*pain,  than  is  ufually  felt 
in  her  delivery. 

Her  pulfe  were  quick  after  {he  was 
in  bed  ;  fhe  was  difpofed  to  vomit,  and 
paffed  a  reftlefs  night ;  the  pain  in  her 
belly  continued  diftinQ:  from  after  pain. 
She  lived  until  the  morning  of  the  18th, 
during  which  time  her  pulfe  were  gene- 
rally 130  or  more,  her  (kin  hot,  fne  com- 
plained of  great  pain  and  tendernefs  of 
the  abdomen  ;  fhe  vomited  frequently, 
and  her  urgings  to  vomit  were  great. 

From  no  local  injury  being  fuppofed 
to  have  happened,  and  from  the  pre- 
fence  of  the  lochia,  and  other  fymp- 
toms,  the  cafe  was  confidered  as  truly 
puerperal,  and  treated  as  fuch. 

On  diffe£Hon,the  inteftines  were  found 
to  be  inflamed,  with  an  exudation  of 
lymph  on  their  furfaces,  and  the  gall 
bladder  was  large  and  diftended  with 
bile.    The  uterus  was  contrafted  to  the 
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fize  of  a  double  fift,  black,  and  begin- 
ning to  fphacelate.  The  vagina  was 
found  to  be  lacerated  at  its  connexion 
to  the  cervix  uteri,  anteriorly,  no  vef- 
tige  of  the  ftrifture  remaining45"* 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the  woman 
had  fallen  down,  a  day  or  two  before 
(lie  was  taken  in  labour^  and  that  the 
fame  gentleman  had  delivered  her,  two 
years  before,  with  forceps,  on  account 
of  the  fame  ftri&ure. 

How  far  the  fixth  cafe  quoted  by 
Dr,  Douglas  might  be  fimilar  to  the 
above5  I  have  fome  doubts ;  but  the 
circumftances  attending  it  render  it 
probable, 

*  Although,  in  the  cafe  which  gave  life  to  thefe  ob~ 
fervations,  the  bladder  was  unfortunately  injured,  yet  it 
does  not  follow,  that  this  muil  neceiTarily  happen  always  ; 
for  in  this  cafe  we  fee,  that  a  laceration  may  take  place 
on  the  anterior  part,  without  its  being  injured  ;  and  from 
other  cafes  we  are  taught,  that  the  pofterior  or  lateral 
parts  are  as  often  liable  to  the  accident,  as  the  anterior 
part  of  the  vagina,. 

H2  It 
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It  appears,  that  the  woman  had  been 
In  labour  the  beft  part  of  the  day,  with 
very  ftrong  pains,  before  the  rupture  h 
fuppofed  to  have  taken  place.  The 
head  was  firmly  wedged  in  the  pelvis  ; 
but,  in  attempting  to  open  it,  fuddenly 
gave  way  to  the  force  applied. 

Now,  let  us  confider  for  one  moment 
the  nature  of  the  cafe.  If  a  rupture 
had  taken  place  in  the  uterus,  as  the 
head  was  firmly  wedged  in  the  pelvis, 
the  feet  mull  have  been  the  part  pro- 
truded ;  whence,  when  I  recollefl  the 
ftrong  contraftile  power  of  the  uterus^ 
and  the  length  of  time  intervening  be* 
tween  the  attempt  to  open  the  head, 
and  the  time  when  the  rupture  is  fiip- 

*  When  a  part  c£  the  child  only  has  efcaped  through 
a  rupture  of  the  uterus,  the  contraction,  as  related  by 
authors,  is  great.  Hildanus  gives  a  cafe  where  the  head 
cf  a  child  had  paffed  through  a  rupture  of  the  uterus, 
which  had  contracted  fo  ftrongly  round  its  neck,  that,  he 
fays,  it  had  no  dc&bt  been  flrangled  by  it. 

Hildsri  Center,  i.  obferv.  54. 
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pofed  to  have  happened,  I  cannot  per- 
fuade  myfelf  that  the  child  would  have 
efcaped  fo  eafy  into  the  cavity  of  the 
abdomen  as  he  found  it  did. 

If  the  vagina  was  lacerated,  it  is  eafy 
to  account  ior  the  ludden  retrocefiion 
of  the  child.  It  is  evident,  that  the  ute- 
rus being  only  attached  in  one  place, 
its  refinance  againft  the  preffure  could 
only  be  partial ;  the  fundus  would  be 
inclined,  and  the  os  internum  raifed  in 
proportion  ;  therefore,  when  the  head 
was  preffed  back,  it  would  find  an  eafy 
admittance,  through  the  laceration,  into 
the  cavity  of  the  abdomen  ;  from  the 
endeavours  of  the  uterus  to  free  itfel£ 
the  body  with  the  placenta  would  foon 
follow.  The  rupture  being  near  the  cer- 
vix is,  I  think,  fome  fupport  to  what  I 
have  advanced.  I  {hall  likewife  endea- 
vour to  (hew,  in  another  place,  that  the 
placenta  being  in  the  cavity  of  the  ab- 
domen, may  be  confideied  as  a  collate* 
ral  proof, 

I  AM 
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I  am  inclined  to  believe,  that  the 
whole  of  the  child  very  feldom  efcapes 
from  a  rupture  of  the  uterus.  I  am, 
however,  very  well  convinced,  that  it  is 
always  the  confequence  of  a  laceration 
of  the  vagina,  unlefs  it  ihould  happen 
to  be  as  firmly  wedged  in  the  pelvis  as 
in  the  cafes  I  have  juft  noticed. 

On  a  review  of  fifteen  cafes  quoted 
by  Dr.  Douglas,  we  {hall  find,  that  the 
child  efcaped  into  the  cavity  of  the  ab- 
domen in  feven ;  in  No.  VI.  VII.  X.  XL 
XII.  XIII.  and  XIV.  I  have  already 
endeavoured  to  (hew  that  No.  VI.  and 
XL  were  lacerations  of  the  vagina,  and 
I  (hail  draw  fome  inferences  from  No, 
XII.  when  I  come  to  fpeak  of  the  pla- 
centa being  out  of  the  uterus,  tending 
to  fhow  a  degree  of  probability  of  that 
being  of  the  fame  nature.   Of  No.  VIL 

we 
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we  have  a  very  uncertain  account,  as, 
from  motives  of  delicacy,  it  is  not  par- 
ticularly entered  into.  No.  X.  without 
doubt,  mud  have  been  a  ruptured  ute- 
rus. I  think  that  the  two  laft  cannot  be 
confidered  in  point,  as  they  were  at  an 
early  period  of  geflation,  and  the  acci- 
dents happened  from  external  violence. 

In  the  remaining  eight,  No.  I.  II.  III. 
IV.  V.  VIII.  IX.  and  XV.  only  part 
of  the  child  had  efcaped  from  the  rup- 
ture ;  indeed,  in  the  two  firft,  it  does 
net  appear  that  any  part  had  efcaped. 
It  is  therefore  evident  that,  fetting  afide 
the  two  cafes  from  external  violence,  in 
only  one  out  of  thirteen  the  child  ef- 
caped wholly  from  a  rupture  of  the 
uterus. 

I  am  alfo  inclined  to  believe,  that  the 
placenta  being  in  the  cavity  of  the  ab- 
domen, is  an  occurrence  which  very  feL 
dom  happens,  excepting  in  thofe  cafes 
where  the  vagina  is  lacerated.     The 
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iize  of  the  rupture,  when  it  happens  in 
the  uterus,  muft  be  diminiflied  almoft 
immediately. after  the  child  has  efcapedf 
and  the  contra&ion  of  the  uterus  mull: 
be  encreafed  by  its  endeavours  to  pro- 
pel the  placenta ;  it  is  therefore  almoft 
impoffible  that  the  placenta  fhould  ef- 
cape  into  the  abdomen  :  it  might  indeed 
fornetimes  happen,  if  the  funis  mould 
be  much  twifted  round  the  child's  neck 
or  body.  In  almoft  every  cafe,  where 
we  have  a  certainty  that  the  accident 
was  a  rupture  of  the  uterus,  we  find 
that  the  placenta  remained  behind. 

When  a  laceration  takes  place  in  the 
vagina,  the  propulfion  of  the  placenta 
is  not  different  from  what  happens  in 
common  parturition;  as  every  contract 
tion  of  the  uteius  forces  it  towards  the 
os  internum,  from  whence  it  pafTes  after 
the  child  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdo- 
men. But  when  there  is  a  rupture  in 
the  uterus,  every  contraftion  muft  be 
an  impediment  to  its  propulfion,  by  di- 
minishing 


miniihing  the  fizc  of  the  aperture,  thro5 
which  it  mull  pafs,  to  be  found  among 
the  vifcera, 

In  the  cafe  of  Mrs.  Wilkins,  where 
we  can  entertain  no  doubt  of  the  nature 
of  the  accident,  the  placenta  was  found 
with  the  child  in  the  cavity  of  the  ab- 
domen. In  that  of  Mrs.  Manning,  in 
thofe  from  Vander  Weil,  Bonetus,  and 
Pouteau,  and  in  the  fixth  cafe  quoted 
by  Dr.  Douglas,  all  of  which  I  have  en- 
deavoured to  {hew  were  of  the  fame  na- 
ture, the  placenta  was  likewife  found 
among  the  vifcera. 

There  are  two  more  inftances,  among 
the  cafes  quoted  by  Dr.  Douglas,  where 
the  fame  occurrence  is  faid  to  have  hap- 
pened ;  in  No.  X.  and  XII. 

The  firft,  communicated  by  Dr6Garth- 
fiiore,  is  agamft  the  opinion  I  have  form- 
ed, that  being,  as  I  have  before  obferved, 
evidently  a  rupture  of  the  uterus.  In  the 
I  other 
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other,  from  Saviard,  it  appears,  that  the 
child  prefentcd  favourably,  with  every 
appearance  that  the  labour  would  be 
foon  finiflied  ;  yet  the  pains  ceafed  at 
once,  after  two  days  continuance  ;  the 
prefenting  part  receded,  and  only  the 
placenta  was  to  be  felt.  She  died  un- 
delivered ;  and  when  the  body  was 
opened,  the  child  and  fecundines  were 
in  the  abdomen  ^rnong  the  vifcera,  the 
feet  of  the  child  touching  the  ftomach 
of  the  mother.  The  inteftines  were  all 
fretted,  and  the  omentum  rotten  and 
{linking,  but  the  uterus  was  of  the  na- 
tural appearance.  I  have  not  Saviard  s 
book  to  refer  to;  but  I  think,  from  a  re- 
view of  this  account,  I  fhall  be  able  to 
draw  fome  inferences  in  my  favour. 

From  the  manner  in  which  he  ex~ 
preffes  himfelf,  that  the  uterus  was  of 
its  natural  appearance,  we  may  be  led 
to  fuppofe  that  no  injury  had  happened 
to  it.  When  we  recollect  the  circum- 
ftancej  that,  after  the  prefenting  part 

had 
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had  receded,  the  placenta  alone  was  to 
be  felt,  I  apprehend  but  a  fmall  degree 
of  doubt  concerning  the  nature  of  the 
cafe  will  remain. 

After  the  body  was  opened,  the  fe- 
cundines  as  well  as  the  child  were  found 
in  the  abdomen.  As  the  placenta  was 
to  be  felt  on  examination,  after  the 
rupture  had  taken  place,  how  can  it  be 
fuppofed  that  the  rupture  was  in  the 
uterus  ?  The  uterus  muft  have  been  at 
that  time  confiderably  contra£led,  and 
the  aperture  fo  much  diminifhed,  as  to 
have  rendered  the  efcape  of  the  pla- 
centa impoffiblc. 

Hence  I  am  clearly  of  opinion,  that 
the  placenta  being  felt  on  examination; 
after  the  rupture  had  taken  place,  and 
being  afterwards  found  in  the  abdomen, 
is  a  great  proof  that  the  accident  was 
not  in  the  uterus,  but  in  the  vagina, 

I  2  Ollt 
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Out  of  eight  cafes,  therefore,  •  where 
the  placenta  was  found  with  the  child 
in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  there  is 
the  greateft  probability  to  fuppofe  that 
feven  of  them  were  lacerations  of  the 
vagina. 


The  difficulty  attending  delivery, 
when  the  vagina  is  lacerated,  mull  be 
very  trifling,  when  compared  to  that 
which  will  occur  if  the  accident  hap- 
pens in  the  uterus,  In  the  cafe  of 
Mrs.  Wilkins,  the  only  reliftance  was 
in  bringing  down  the  breech,  which 
all  the  gentlemen  prefent  agreed  arofe 
from  the  protuberance  of  the  child's 
belly  projefting  over  the  fundus  of  the 
contrafted  uterus;;  which,  as  the  extrac- 
tion went  on,  was  brought  lower  down, 
and,  of  confequence,  preffed  the  breech 
of  the  child  over  the  pubis :  after  this 
was  overcome,  not  the  leaf!  difficulty 

whatever 


whatever  occurred.  la  the  cafe  of  Mr3. 
Manning,  it  does  not  appear  that  there 
was  any  refi fiance  to  the  delivery  of  the 
breech  ;  but  we  find  there  was  a  confi- 
derable  obftru&ion  in  the  paffage  of  the 
head  through  the  pelvis.  I  am  fome- 
what  inclined  to  believe  that  this  might 
have  arifen  from  the  fame  caufe,  al- 
though Dr.  Douglas  fuppofes  it  to  have 
proceeded  from  the  narrownefs  of  the 
pelvis. 

In  thofe  cafes,  where  the  uterus  has 
been  ruptured,  the  difficulty  will  be  en- 
creafed  or  diminifhed,  in  proportion  as 
more  or  lefs  of  the  child  has  efcaped 
into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen, 

If  the  rupture  fhould  be  fo  extenfivs 
as  to  admit  the  child  to  efcape  entirely 
out  of  the  uterus,  from  the  natural  dif- 
pofition  of  its  fibres,  the  uterus  will  al- 
moft  immediately  contraft,  and  the  fize 
of  the  rupture  will  become  lefs,  of  con- 
fequence5  in  proportion  to  the  degree 

of 
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of  contraftion  which-  takes  place.  If 
the  mature  fhould  he  fo  fttiall  as  to  ad- 
mit the  protrufion  of  part  of  the  child 
only,  a  ftrifture  will  be  formed  upon 
fuch  part  as  has  efcaped,  which  will  re- 
quire a  confiderable  degree  of  force  to 
overcome,  as*  from  its  endeavours  to 
expel  the  part  which  remains,  the  ute- 
rus will  ftill  continue  to  contrafi.  In 
performing  the  caefarean  operation,  M, 
Soumain  found  that  the  edges  of  the  in- 
eifion  made  in  the  uterus  preffed  fo  clofe 
upon  the  foetus,  that  he  could  hardly  get 
Iiis  fingers  in  to  extraft  it*.  Hence  we 
may  account  for  the  alternate  though 
ineffectual  pains,  which,  in  fome  cafes, 
have  been  obferved  to  continue  for  fome 
time  after  the  rupture  has  taken  place  ; 
and  I  believe  we  may  be  led  to  form  a 
probable  opinion  that,  when  this  hap- 
pens, fome  part  of  the  child  ftill  re- 
mains within  the  uterus, 

*  Mem.  dsFAcad;  Chirurer.  Pa^ls,  menu  xx. 
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The  hand  of  the  accoucheur,  when 
he  fits  down  to  deliver,  muft  be  paffed 
through  the  os  internum  into  the  cavity 
of  the  uterus,  and  from  thence  through 
the  rupture.     The  difficulty  attending 
the  paffage  of  the  hand  will  be  in  pro- 
portion to  the  degree  of  contraction; 
but,  unfortunately,   it  is  very  feldora 
that  the  nature  of  the  cafe  is  known  fo 
early,  as  to  induce  us  to  make  any  at- 
tempt to  deliver  before  the   uterus' is 
confiderably  contracted.     After,  the  re- 
fiftance  from  the  diminifiied  ftate  of  the 
rupture  is  overcome,  and  the  hand  paf- 
fed into  the  abdomen,  the  feet,  in  gene- 
ral, may  be  foon  found,  and  brought 
down  with  fome  eafe  ;  but  as  the  ope- 
rator proceeds,  and  the  legs  come  for- 
ward, every  inch  of  the  child,  as  the 
extraftion  takes  place,  will  create  a  frefh 
iefiftance  from  its  increafingbulk.  The. 
irritation  which  muft  be  given  to  the 
uterus,  by  the  introduftion  of  the  hand, 
will  increafe  its  endeavours  to  contract, 
and  make  ccnfiderable  addition  to  the 

difficulty 
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difficulty,  Caldani,  of  Bologna,  in  a 
letter  to  HalJer$  relates  fomc  experi- 
ments, made  on  the  uterus  of  a  bitch, 
which  .{how  the  great  degree  of  contrac- 
tion that  takes  place  even  after  death5 
on  any  ftimulus  being  applied  to  it*.. 

The  nearer  likewife  the  rupture  hap- 
pens  to  the  fundus  or  cervix,  the  greater 
'degree  of  eafe  or  difficulty  will  enfue* 
In  the  firffi  inftance,  the  extra£lion  will 
be  made  nearly  in-  a  direct  line.  In  the 
other,  and  which  moft  commonly  hap- 
pens, that  part  of  the  child  which  re- 
mains in  the  abdomen  rsuft  form  an 
angle  with  the  feet  and  legs,  while  they 
are  pafling  through  the  vagina,  and  the 
degrees  of  fuch  angle  will  be  decreafed 
or  increafed,  in  proportion  as  the  rup- 
ture may  happen  to  be,  either  near  the 
cervix,  of  further  towards  the  fundus* 

'  Very  little  more  exertion  will  be  re- 
quired than  what  is  obliged  to  be  made 

*  Vids  Van  Swietsn's  comment.  -fe£l.  1316c 
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ufe  of  in  a  common  cafe,  where  the 
child  is  turned,  when  the  feet  are  the 
only  parts  that  have  efcaped.  When 
the  legs  have  protruded  as  far  as  the 
knee,  the  refiftance  will  be  confidera- 
bly  more  powerful ;  as,  in  fuch  cafe, 
the  hand  mufl  be  pafled  to  a  greater 
diftance  through  the  rupture  in  fearch 
ol  the  feet :  but  how  much  more  mufl: 
the  difficulty  be  increafed,  if  the  aper- 
ture mould  be  large  enough  to  admit 
the  child  to  pafs  out  of  the  uterus  as  far 
as  the  hips  ?  Indeed  I  apprehend  this 
fituation  to  be  worfe  than  when  the 
whole  of  the  child  has  efcaped  ;  as,  in 
that  cafe,  there  may  be  fome  hope  that 
the  refiftance  might  be  overcome,  and 
the  child  extra&ed  by  the  feet ;  but 
when  the  child  has  efcaped  as  far  as  the 
hips,  fuch  a  very  confiderable  diftenfion, 
if  not  further  laceration  of  the  rupture, 
muft  take  place,  and  fo  great  a  degree 
of  force  muft  be  made  ufe  of  to  over- 
come  the  contraftion,  in  order  to  gain 
fufficient  room  to  bring  the  feet  back,  as 
K  leave 
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leave  little  room  to  hope  for  fuccefs. 
In  fa£i,  when  I  refleft  on  the  very  gr 
difficulties  that  rauil  arife  when  any 
confiderable  part  of  the  child  has  ef- 
caped,  I  do  not  at  all  wonder  that  au- 
thors have  concurred  in  pronouncing 
the  accident  mortal,  and  giving  no  en- 
couragement for  attempting  relief,  ex- 
cept by  having  recourfe  to  the  csefarean 
operation. 

In  addition  to  Mrs.  Manning's  cafe, 
of  which  we  have  had  occafion  to  fpeak 
fo  often,  eight  others  are  adduced  by 
Dr.  Douglas,  to  evince  the  eafe  with 
which  delivery  may  be  performed  in 
cafes  of  ruptured  uterus.  No.  I.  IV.  V, 
VI.  VII.  VIII.  IX.  and  XV.  On  read- 
ing  them  over  with  attention,  I  have 
obferved  that  the  fituation  of  the  child, 
in  moft  of  them,  was  fuch  as  to  create 
the  fmaller  degree  of  refinance,  accord- 
ing to  the  opinion  I  have  entertained 
in  refpect  to  the  difficulty  attending  de- 
livery. 

la 
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In  the  firft,  which  was  related  to  Heif- 
ter  by  Rungius,  it  does  not  appear  that 
the  child,  or  any  part  of  it,  had  ever 
been  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen. 
Indeed  Dr.  Douglas  is  of  the  fame  opi- 
nion himfelf,-  as  he  fays, c  the  recovery  of 
the  patients,  No.  I.  and  II.  may  have 
been  in  a  great  meature  owing  to  the 
vifcera  having  fuftained  little  or  no  in- 
iury,  as  there  is  no  reafon  to  fuppofe 
that  the  child  in  either  cafe  had  been  in 
the  cavity  of  the  abdomen*.'  This  may 
give  us  fome  idea  of  the  profpeft  we 
have  of  recovery  when  a  rupture  takes 
place,  but  cannot  be  brought  to  (how 
the  eafe  with  which  delivery  may  be 
performed,  when  the  whole  or  part  of 
the  child  has  efcaped  from  the  uterus. 

In  No.  IV.  which  is  taken  from  La 
Mctte,  obfervaiion  3 1 7,  the  feet  were 
the  only  parts  out  of  the  uterus,  and 
the  rupture  was  at  the  fundus ;  whence 

*  Vide  Obfervat.  on  extr.  cafe  of  rupt.  uter.  p.  66. 
-K  2 
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the  extra&ion  was  not  attended  with 
much  difficulty,  for  two  reafons :  the 
endeavours  made  ufe  of  were  in  a  di~ 
re£l  line,  in  the  firft  inftance,  and  in  the 
fecond,  the  feet  being  the  only  parts  that 
had  efcaped,  the  hand  of  the  accou- 
cheur was  introduced  until  it  came  to 
the  knees,  fo  as  to  bring  them  down 
and  difengage  the  feet ;  after  which,  no 
more  difficulty  would  arife  than  what 
happens  in  a  common  cafe  of  turning. 

In  No.  V.  likewife  from  La  Motte, 
obfervation  318,  it  appears  that  the  child 
had  efcaped  out  of  the  uterus  as  far  as 
the  hips,  or  even  further,  part  of  the 
body  being  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdo- 
men. The  child  was  turned,  he  fays* 
and  extra&ed  with  confidcrable  eafe ; 
en  moins  Hun  miferere,  as  he  expreffes 
it  himfelf.  I  cannot  think,  with  Dra 
Douglas,  that  La  Motte's  obfervations 
are  related  with  fuch  plainnefs  and  can- 
dour, as  to  claim  our  moft  perfeft  con- 
fidence*    In  this  inftance,  we  have  a 

cafe 
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cafe  the  moft  difficult  that  can  poffibly 
happen,  and  yet  the  delivery  was  per- 
formed with  the  greateft  eafe  imagi- 
nable. I  really  am  of  opinion,  that  the 
relation  is  not  founded  in  fa£i:  I  ap- 
prehend that  he  has  either  magnified 
the  proportion  of  the  child  which  was 
out  of  the  uterus,  or  that  he  has  con- 
cealed the  difficulty  he  ffiuft  have  met 
with,  in  cafe  fuch  a  confiderable  part  of 
the  child  had  been  in  the  abdomen. 

I  have  advanced  fome  reafons,  in  a 
former  part  of  thefe  obfervations,  when 
fpeaking  of  the  head  cf  the  child  being 
wedged  in  the  pelvis,  at  the  time  when 
a  laceration  happens,  tending  to  (how 
that  No,  VL  was  a  laceration  of  the 
vagina. 

We  have  a  very  defeftive  account  of 
No.  VII.  as  from  motives  of  delicacy 
to  the  gentleman  who  attended  the  pa- 
tient, Dr.  Douglas  does  not  think  him- 
felf  at  liberty  to  enter  more  particular- 
ly into  it 
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In  No.  VIII.  from  Peu,  the  time  eiap- 
fed  between  the  accident  and  the  del; 
very  is  not  related  ;  but  I  am  inclined 
to  believe  that  it  was  done  very  foon 
after,  from  the  apparent  facility  with 
which  it  was  accomplifhed.  There  ap- 
pears likewife  fome  deficiency  in  the 
contra£tile  power  of  the  uterus,  by  the 
exceffive  hemorrhage  that  followed.  We 
find  however  that  he  f  delivered  with 
great  caution  to  avoid  doing  further  in- 
jury to  the  uterus.'  This  feems  to  inti- 
mate fome  degree  of  refiftance,  altho' 
none  is  mentioned. 

Br.  Douglas  obferves,  that  the  great 
eontraftile  power  of  the  uterus  is  fa- 
vourable to  the  procefs  of  healing,  by 
bringing  the  divided  parts  more  into 
contaft  ;  '  but,5  he  fays,  '  the  prefence 
of  any  confiderable  extraneous  fub- 
fiance,  even  in  the  abdomen,  feems,  in 
fome  degree  to  counteraft  this  power  of 
contra£iion4V     If  the  uterus  after  the 
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pulfion  of  its  contents,  does  not  con- 
tra£i  as  in  common  parturition,  we  mufl 
expeft  a  confiderable  flooding.  In  the 
above  cafe,  we  are  told  that  it  was  ex- 
ceffive.  In  the  cafes  of  Mrs.  Wilkins, 
and  the  others  which  I  have  related  as 
lacerations  of  the  vagina,the  hemorrhage 
was  not  very  great*,  and  the  uterus  was 
found  contrafted  to  the  ufual  fize  it 
would  have  been,  in  the  fame  fpace  of 
time,  if  no  extraneous  body  had  been  in 
the  cavity  of  the  abdomen. 

'  In  No.  IX.  from  Steidele,  it  appears 
that  the  head  had  efcaped  from  the 
rupture,  he  brought  down  the  feet  with 
eafe,  but  found  Tome  difficulty  in  ex- 

*  TKat'a  confiderable  hemorrhage  will  follow,  however* 
from  a  laceration  of  the  vagina,  as  well  as  from  a  rupture 
of  the  uterus,  we  have  the  authority  of  Veflingius.  <  Bis 
enim  notavi,  cum  uteri  vagina,  fecundum  latus  dextrurn 
effet  difrupta,  quamvis  foetus  extinclus  integre  cum  fecun- 
dis  educeretur ;  fubfequente  ex  laceratis  hypbgaitricis  vafis 
enormi  fanguinis  profluvio,  matrem  pauio  pofl  fato  pari- 
ter  ceBitfe.'— -J.  Veflingii  obferv.  et  epift.  45. 
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trailing  the  reft  of  the  fetus.  This  dif- 
ficulty muft  evidently  have  arifen  from 
the  ftrifture  formed  by  the  edges  of  the 
rupture  round  the  child's  neck  ;  whence 
I  think  it  cannot  be  confider^d  as  much 
fupport,  to  evince  the  eafe  with  which 
delivery  is  performed,  any  more  than 
the  laft  cafe,  where  the  patient  expired 
%diile  the  accoucheur  was  endeavouring 
to  bring  the  head  through  the  pelvis, 


Lacerations  of  the  vagina,  I  have 
before  oblerved,  have  been  taken  notice 
of  by  authors,  yet  it  does  not  appear  that 
they  have  had  any  idea  of  the  child's 
efcaping  by  fuch  means  into  the  cavity 
of  the  abdomen.  If  the  cafe  which  gave 
rife  to  thefe  oblervations,  in  which  the 
nature  of  the  accident  could  not  be 
miftaken,  and  my  reafoiiing  on  the  dif- 
ferent cafes  I  have  adduced,  are  allow- 
ed 


[     75     J 

ed  to  have  any  weight,  I  think  I  m 
venture  to  draw  the  following  concla- 
fions, 

Firft,  that  the  whole  of  the  child  ef- 
capes,  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen, 
much  oftcner  from  a  laceration  of  the  va 
gina  than  from  a  rupture  of  the  uterus. 

Secondly,  That,  from  the  little  diffi- 
culty  with  which  delivery  is  accomplish- 
ed in  lacerations  of  the  vagina,  there  is 
a  greater  profpcft  of  recovery  in  fuch 
accidents,  .than  when  the  uterus  is  the 

feat  of  the  injury. 

< 

It  is  evident  that  the  gloomy  idea  of 
inevitable  death  has  not  only  been  the 
means  of  checking  fuch  endeavours  as 
might  have  been  fdmetimes  fuccefsfuf, 
but  that  it  has  like  wife  been  often  the 
means  of  preventing  us  from  knowing 
the  real  nature  of  the  injury.     I  hope 
practitioners  in  future  will,  from  the  for- 
mate, event  of  the  ..cafe  of  Mrs.  Man- 
7,.  nine, 
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ning,  related  by  Dr.  Douglas,  and  the 
new  light  thrown  on  the  fubjeft  by  the 
cafe  I  have  related  of  Mrs.  Wilkins, 
entertain  a  more  favourable  opinion  of 
the  fuccefs  likely  to  attend  their  endea- 
vours, in  a  fituation  where  nothing  but 
immediate  delivery  can  afford  the  leaf! 
profpecl  of  recovery, 

When  firft  I  made  my  private  remarks 
on  Mrs.  Wilkins's  cafe,  I  did  not  intend 
:o  enter  further  into  the  fubjeft,  than  to 
draw  the  cafe  up  fair,  and  fend  it  to 
Tome  periodical  publication,  as  worthy 
the  attention  of  the  medical  world.  But 
the  firiiilarity  between  it  and  that  of  Mrs. 
Manning  was  fo  finking,  that  the  more 
I  confidered'it,  the  more  reafons  I  fa-w 
to  induce  me  to  publifli  it  in  the  pre  - 
fen't  form, 

The  nature  of  the  fubjeft  has  obliged 

me  to  enter  very  fully  into  the  merits 
of  Dr.  Douglas's  cafe.  That  he  mould 
be  liable  to  err,  in  forming  an  opinion 
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$  the  aature  of  the  accident,  is  not  to 
be  wondered  at,  when  we  confider  how 
(ilent  authors  have  been  upon  it,  and 
how  feldom  accidents  of  this  nature  oc- 
cur. I  have  not  the  honour  of  being 
known  to  him ;  but  I  am  confident, 
from  the  liberality  of  his  fentiments  as 
a  gentleman,  that  he  will  not  confider 
the  liberty  I  have  taken  as  perfonal,  or 
in  any  other  light  than  as  a  difcharge 
of  the  duty  every  man  in  the  profeflion 
owes  to  the  world.  It  has  a  claim  upon 
us  to  elucidate  any  occult  part  of  the 
fcience,  and  every  man  is  bound  by  the 
laws  of  humanity  to  comply  with  it, 
whenever  an  opportunity  offers.  Ex- 
empla  rara  non  reticenda,  etiam  caufa 
incognita  ;  ita  eninj  fcitu  digna  infinite 
praeteribuntur. 
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